[Mary Mallon, Mr. N and Mr. Koch as well].
Societal attitudes towards disease carriers is not ideal and is often associated with prejudice. This phenomenon was well documented in the era of Robert Koch who was one of the leading scientists claiming that disease carriers might cause epidemics. The authors recount the tale of two salmonella typhi carriers, Mr. N and Mary Mallon, who were responsible for transmitting typhoid. These cases highlight the problematic nature of the subject and the need for an enhanced medical and legal-social treatment model aimed at improving the status of disease carriers and limiting their impact on society.